Fetal splenic rupture following transfusion.
Splenic rupture in the newborn is a rare complication in erythroblastosis fetalis. There are no reports of splenic rupture in the fetus affected by hemolytic disease of the newborn. A 41-year-old gravida 3, para 2-0-0-2 with severe rhesus alloimmunization was managed with serial intrauterine transfusions resulting in fetal death after the fourth procedure. Autopsy findings revealed intra-abdominal clotted blood and splenic capsular defects consistent with splenic rupture. Fetal splenic rupture might occur in hemolytic disease of the newborn associated with splenomegaly. Acute hemodynamic changes with increased intra-abdominal pressure from intrauterine transfusion might precipitate splenic rupture. (Obstet Gynecol 2001;97:824-5.